Certification Requirement for Non-Manufactured Wood Packing Material (NMWPM) 

The American Lumber Standard Committee (ALSC) has issued policy regarding a certification requirement for Non-Manufactured Wood Packing Material (NMWPM), (i.e., wooden boxes, crates, wooden pallets, skids, etc.) used for OCONUS shipments.  Infestation by pests, such as the pinewood nematode (PWN), has the potential to do great harm to standing timber and wood products.  Protective measures are being implemented to protect the European Union (EU) against the introduction and/or spread of the PWN in susceptible wood imported from Canada, China, Japan, and the U.S.
Effective October 1, 2001, the EU will implement restrictions on the importation of new and used coniferous (needle bearing trees), solid wood packaging/materials.  Shipments of materiel packed in NMWPM may not be sent to members of the EU unless the wood has been processed in accordance with the EU Commission Decision (2001/219/EC) dated March 12, 2001 Attachment 3..  For all DoD shipments, this means the NMWPM must be heat-treated per ALSC policy, and must display an ALSC Heat Treatment (HT) certification stamp.  The material must be marked with an approved pest-free certification stamp from the manufacturer and contain the following information:
a. Trademark: The identifying symbol, logo, or name of the accredited agency. 

b. Mill Identification: Product manufacturer name, brand or assigned mill number HT mark. 

c. Country Code: The two-letter International Organization for Standardization (ISO) country abbreviation approved International symbol for compliant non-manufactured wood packaging. 

This action will become effective throughout the member states of the United Nations (UN) on April 1, 2003.  All commercial/government OCONUS shipments, whether direct, to the customer, or delivered through a defense depot or other consolidation point, will be affected by this action.  Without a certification stamp, the shipment will more than likely become frustrated at the consolidation point, but definitely will not be permitted in Europe.
Reference guidance from AFMC LSO Wright-Patterson AFB OH/LOP, all existing contracts and delivery orders that result in deliveries to EU must be modified immediately to reflect this requirement.  Should stateside facilities ship excess items for OCONUS delivery, they must comply with this requirement.  HQ Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) has recommended that, since DBPAs are used as a vehicle for OCONUS shipments, the following certification requirement be included in all current and future DBPAs:
"All wooden pallets and wood containers produced of non-manufactured wood shall be constructed from Heat Treated (HT to 56 degrees centigrade for 30 minutes) material, and certified by an accredited agency recognized by the American Lumber Standard Committee (ALSC) in accordance with Non-Manufactured Wood Packing Policy and Non-Manufactured Wood Packing Enforcement Regulations both dated May 30, 2001."
What happens to the thousands of wooden boxes, crates, pallets, skids, etc., currently in use?  The EU has stated that all existing NMWPM will have to meet the same requirements as new NMWPM.  Because this is a global requirement, carriers and industry must be ready to comply with this requirement.  Some companies are planning on purchasing modular heat treatment equipment and registering with an ALSC approved grading agency so they can treat existing packing materials.  What this means to AF Medical Logistics activities is that anything locally prepared for shipment to or through Europe from a CONUS base or activity, to include vendors and contractors must use NMWPM that is approved.  Wooden pallets and crates made locally to include base packing and crating must comply.  Exempt from these new requirements are corrugated fiberboard, plywood, particleboard, nesting boxes, veneer, oriented strand board and dunnage.  The restriction will apply to plywood boxes if nailed to solid wood frames or contain solid wood cleats.
We are awaiting further guidance/recommendations from HQ DLA and USTRANSCOM on this issue.  For more information on this subject, read the EU Commission Decision found in Attachment 3.  Included as Attachment 2 are "Frequently Asked Questions for Non- Manufactured Wood Packing to the European Union."  Copies of the ALSC Policy and Enforcement Regulations can be obtained from Loretta Connors, Packaging Specialist, DSCP-MSBA, DSN 444-4189, (215) 737-4189, or email lconnors@dscp.dla.mil.  These documents can also be found at www.aphis.usda.gov.  (AFMLO/FOP, Ms. Charlotte Christian, DSN 343-4164, commercial 301-619-4164, charlotte.christian@ft-detrick.af.mil)
