“TALE OF THE LOG DOG”

The men and women of the 45th Medical Logistics Flight, Patrick Air Force Base, Florida created the “LOG DOG” in 1995 as a way to “set” logistics apart and build camaraderie.  Previous to 1995, the term “LOG DOG” had been used informally as a slang expression by many as an endearing term to identify our business within the medical community and was not specific to any specialty discipline within logistics.  The motto, "Whatever It Takes", was selected from several slogans, because it best encapsulates the attitudes of those who work in the medical logistics career fields.  Some say the motto originated at Wilford Hall Medical Center at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas and since so many of us rotate through there during our careers, it’s very possible.  
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The original logo consisted of  "45th Log Dogs" above the picture of the gray bulldog most widely seen today and "Whatever It Takes" beneath it.  It was officially born on 16 February 1996, when the first of two artist's proofs were printed for t-shirt production.  The original artist proof still exists and is proudly displayed in the 45th Medical Logistics Flight office.

The logo was modified shortly after the first t-shirt production was created for the flight.  After the local “line” logistics squadron personnel at Patrick inquired about using the logo for their squadron, the medical logistics flight quickly added a red cross behind the dog to symbolize the medical field and make it unique to medical logistics.  The "45th" was also dropped from the logo to make it generic to the whole of the Air Force medical logistics career fields since other medical logistics flights expressed interest in the Patrick logo after its unveiling at the annual Medical Logistics Symposium in 1996.

MSgt Julian Avila, the superintendent of the medical logistics flight at the time, spearheaded the log dog t-shirt program, offering the logo for free to other medical logistics flights and the t-shirts at a reasonable price with profits only to cover the original artwork costs plus postage and handling.  They still offer this service today.

The “LOG DOG” logo has proliferated throughout the Air Force medical logistics community.  The logo has been “personalized” by many other logistics flights, but has always remained true to the term "LOG DOG" and the motto, "Whatever It Takes."   It has been found on t-shirts, caps, mugs, cups, key chains, dog tags, coins, jackets, polo shirts, tattoos, decals, patches, posters, doghouses, beverage holders, web sites, PowerPoint briefings, MS Windows wallpapers, and many other places throughout the Air Force.

It is with great respect that this is dedicated to Major (ret) Kyle Bauman and Master Sergeant (ret) Julian Avila who had the foresight and dedication to lead the team who created the most solidifying logistics icon in recent memory.  Thanks to all involved.   “LOG DOGS” do rule and do “Whatever It Takes” to accomplish the mission.  Hopefully, we have fun along the way!
