MAJCOM Log Dogs,

The official call for nominations for the 2003 Outstanding Medical Logistics Awards is expected to go out in October.  Information on submitting a package will be found on the Air Force Medical Logistics website.  Take into consideration that the MAJCOM packages must arrive at AFMSA/SGSLP by the deadline posted in the call for nominations.  Ensure your internal MAJCOM suspense dates are scheduled early enough so that the winning packages will arrive at AFMSA/SGSLP by the established deadline.

Please remind the bases to read and refer to AFI 36-2856, Medical Service Awards, for instructions on nomination format, award criteria, and other supplemental information on the Log awards. Since there has been a change from fiscal year to calendar year, this year’s packages may be submitted to include the date range of October 2002-December 2003.
There have been some changes made to the awards program.  In prior years an award was given to the winning Logistics accounts in four different categories.  Because each individual in each account was authorized to wear the AF Recognition Ribbon, this caused the Medical Logistics Community to have a disproportionate number of AF level award winners relative to other functional areas.  Consequently, for the 2003 awards there will be only one Air Force Account of the Year winner and three Medical Logistics Chief’s Team awards. This change may lead smaller accounts to believe that they are not as competitive as the large accounts for the Account of the Year award.  However, in past years the top scoring packages have come from the smaller bases.  The Malcolm Baldridge award criterion does not differentiate between small and large accounts.  Using this criterion to score the packages puts all the award submissions on a level playing field.  
Each MAJCOM should electronically submit a package in each of the four categories to AFMSA/SGSLP.  As a reminder, the printed package must fit into a 1.5-inch binder as specified in the nomination package instructions.

There have been changes in the individual awards submission process as well.  Beginning this year, individual awards are to be submitted on the AF Form 1206 front-side only.  The categories have not changed.  MAJCOM will submit their winners for each category.
With the move of the annual Medical Logistics Symposium to coincide with the AHRMM Conference later in the year, the Air Force winner and individual awards will be announced through normal message channels.
