DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, DC

vhi 31 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM: HQ USAF/SG
110 Luke Avenue, Room 400
Bolling AFR, DC 20032-7050

SUBJECT: Policy for Dispensing Prescription Quantity Limits During Deployments

Limitations on the quantity of prescription medications dispensed by DoD pharmacies
are outlined in HA Policy 95-011, Pharmacy Policy Guidance. The quantity of medication
dispensing is limited to a 90-day supply for most maintenance medications. Current policy
for readiness also supports the 90-day limitation for maintenance medications dispensing.

Active duty military members may be deployed for periods of 90 days or more, and
deployment timeframes may exceed the standard maximum dispensing limit for most
prescription medications. In theater medication availability may be complicated by a limited
deployed formulary and the uncertainty of onsite medication procurement. Exhausting
prescription supplies during deployment may result in medical complications for the
individual and undo strain on the medication procurement process.

To prevent such complications, the dispensing limit of medications for individuals
being deployed should be the amount necessary to supply the length of the deployment up (o
180 days. The extended dispensing quantity limit applies only to individuals in deployment
status (active duty, aclive duty reserve, activated reserve). Prescriptions for deployment (up
to 180 days) should be filled at military treatment facility (MTF) pharmacies to prevent
additional co-pays from TRICARE retail network pharmacies. If possible, activated reserve
personnel should try to gel deployment prescriptions filled at MTF pharmacies by presenting
new prescriptions or the original bottle from a retail pharmacy (for refills) along with
deployment orders to the MTF pharmacy.

Limitations on prescriptions for Schedule IT controlled substances will not be changed
by this policy and must be filled in accordance with Federal and State Laws. My point of
contact for this issue is .t Col Scott Sprenger, HQ USAF/SGMA, DSN 761-4445 ext, 3049,
or e-mail: scott.sprenger @pentagon.af.mil.

GEORGE PEACH TAYLOR, JR.
Lieutenant General, USAF, MC, CFS

Surgeon General
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